Chapter 2: Socio- Environmental

2.3 Economic

Outline

One of the wider determinates of health is income as illustrated in Dalgren and Whitehead’s 1991
‘Determinants of Health’ model. Levels of income are a key factor in determining the quality of life
that individuals and families enjoy. People who experience disadvantages in this area are more likely
to have poorer health outcomes.

While percentages of people claiming out of work benefits and Incapacity Benefit are lower in
Northamptonshire than the country as a whole, the levels across the county vary.

Key Issues

The highest levels of out of work benefits and incapacity benefit are found in Corby, and the lowest
levels in South Northamptonshire. Compared to similar PCTs Northamptonshire has a high
percentage of people on Incapacity Benefit.

Consequences

There is a differential quality of life available due to increased levels of income in different parts of the
county. As a district, Corby has higher percentages of claimants of out of work benefits, Jobseekers
Allowance and Incapacity Benefit than other districts in the county. However, when this data is
broken down, there is a correlation with deprived areas especially in the urban parts of the county.
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